Closedown of Kylemore Abbey School planned
 
The trustees of Kylemore Abbey School in Connemara, Co Galway have today, Monday, 6 February 2006, announced the decision to close the School in August 2010.  
 
In a letter to parents, staff, the Department of Education and Science, local primary schools and representatives of the local community,   Mother Magdalena FitzGibbon,  OSB expressed the sadness of the Benedictine Sisters but explained how the decline in vocations to the Order had forced the decision 
 
The letter noted that “in common with other orders, many of our sisters have reached retirement age and with no new entrants, we no longer have the personnel necessary for the management and trusteeship of the School. We very much regret having to make this decision but having looked at the options, we are left with no alternative”
 
The trustees are meeting this week with staff, parents and local primary schools to explain plans for a phased closure that would allow current students to complete their secondary education there should they wish. The Benedictine Order will remain in residence at the Abbey and the world famous Victorian Gardens and House will remain open to the public. 
 
The letter concluded. “As Trustees of the School, the Benedictine Sisters greatly appreciate the contribution that the staff, local primary schools, the Department of Education and the local community have made to the School.  We hope that by working together during this difficult period the process of closure will reflect the close relationships we all had during our time at Kylemore.  We are anxious that the period between now and the closure should be ordered and well managed and should include a celebration of the history and significance of the School.
 
ENDS
